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Kennedy King Memorial Initiative Announces Series of Events to Mark 50th Anniversary 

of Senator Robert Kennedy’s Historic Speech in Indianapolis on April 4, 1968 
Dignitaries, including Kerry Kennedy and Congressman John Lewis, to commemorate Senator Kennedy’s 

memorable message of peace the night Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated 

 

INDIANAPOLIS – The Kennedy King Memorial Initiative announces plans for a series of special events 

commemorating the 50th anniversary of Senator Robert F. Kennedy’s famous speech in Indianapolis on April 4, 

1968, the night Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was killed. Despite being urged to cancel his appearance, Senator 

Kennedy delivered an impromptu speech from the back of a flatbed truck, which was a moving message urging 

peace and forgiveness, offered in the midst of violence across the country. His words left a deep impression on 

all who heard it. The impassioned remarks he delivered became one of the greatest speeches of the 20th century 

and Kennedy’s call to strive for understanding and peace reverberates today.  

 

Each year, the Kennedy King Memorial Initiative commemorates Dr. King’s assassination and Senator 

Kennedy’s speech at the Landmark for Peace Memorial located at 17th and Broadway streets, just north of 

downtown Indianapolis. As the 50th anniversary of these events approaches, the Kennedy King Memorial 

Initiative, in conjunction with the city of Indianapolis, Indy Parks, partner organizations, and civic leaders, is 

honoring and observing the message of peace that Senator Kennedy delivered that evening as well as 

celebrating the vision for justice and nonviolence both men fought for with a series of special events, including: 

 

March 13, 2018 / 6 p.m. 

Jabberwocky @ IndyFringe Basile Theatre, 719 E. St. Clair Street 

Presented by IndyFringe and Storytelling Arts of Indiana 

Free Event 

Jabberwocky is a themed storytelling night. Hear the voices of a trio of people who witnessed Robert 

Kennedy’s speech in 1968 and hear the impact that historic moment had on their lives. Reflect with these 

witnesses on progress and struggles for racial and civil equality over the last 50 years.  

 

March 23-25 & 29-30, 2018 / Varying Times 

Dear Bobby @ IndyFringe Basile Theatre, 719 E. St. Clair Street 

Tickets $12/per person; $10 seniors & students 

Two teen girls—one black, one Jewish—anticipate the arrival of Bobby Kennedy to Indianapolis for very 

different reasons. This was a moment in history when everyone had to decide whether to stand separately, 

or, in the words of Bobby Kennedy, “make an effort, as Martin Luther King did, to understand.” The world 

premiere of Dear Bobby, written by Angela Jackson-Brown and performed by the Asante Children’s 

Theatre, will run as part of ONYXFest, IndyFringe's annual festival celebrating African American 

playwrights. 
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April 3, 2018 / 5:30 p.m. Reception; 7 p.m. Screening; 8 p.m. Panel 

A Ripple of Hope @ Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana Historical Society, 450 W. Ohio Street 

VIP Reception $25 per person/Film and Panel Tickets are Free 

This acclaimed documentary by filmmaker Don Boggs sheds light on the fateful night of April 4, 1968 in 

Indianapolis. Guests will enjoy a pre-film reception followed by a panel discussion. Presented by Kennedy 

King Memorial Initiative, Anderson University, Heartland Film, and Indiana Historical Society.  

Visit www.indianahistory.org for more information or to purchase tickets. 

 

April 4, 2018 / 10:30 a.m. 

Reflection & Community Conversation @ Landmark for Peace Memorial, 1702 N. Broadway Street 

Free Event, Online Registration Required 

Congressman, author and civil rights pioneer John Lewis joins with Kerry Kennedy, president of Robert F. 

Kennedy Human Rights and daughter of RFK, and other national and local dignitaries, for reflections on the 

lasting influence of these two men. 

 

April 4, 2018 / 5 p.m. 

50th Anniversary Commemoration @ Landmark for Peace Memorial, 1702 N. Broadway Street 

Free Event 

National and local dignitaries take part in the official commemoration event, featuring songs, remarks and 

remembrances by civic leaders, religious leaders, artists, and more.  

 

For further information on the Kennedy King Memorial Initiative and 50th Anniversary events as well as a list 

of sponsors, visit www.kennedykingindy.org. The public is also encouraged to follow the conversation on social 

media through the hashtag #KennedyKing50 @KennedyKing1968 or 

www.facebook.com/KennedyKingMemorialInitiative/.  

 

About Kennedy King Memorial Initiative 

The Kennedy King Memorial Initiative is a voluntary 501(c)3 organization based in Indianapolis that works to 

commemorate the historic speech delivered by Senator Robert F. Kennedy in Indianapolis on the night that Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated. The organization’s mission is to keep this unique moment in history 

alive and to leverage the message of Dr. King and Senator Kennedy to address issues of division and injustice 

experienced today. With support from the Indiana Pacers Foundation in 1994, an evocative and inspirational 

memorial sculpture was erected in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park. – kennedykingindy.org  
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