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Kennedy King Memorial Initiative Kicks Off Campaign to Mark  

50th Anniversary in 2018 of One of Indianapolis’ Greatest Moments 
Organization seizes opportunity to turn Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park into a destination and provide relevant 

programs affecting today’s urban communities 

 

INDIANAPOLIS – Indianapolis was the stage for a historic event the evening of April 4, 1968. Despite being 

urged to cancel his appearance, Senator Robert F. Kennedy delivered an impromptu speech the night Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. was assassinated calling for racial conciliation and peace that is still relevant nearly half a 

century later. Today, during the annual commemoration ceremony at the Landmark for Peace Memorial in Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Park at 17th and Broadway Street in Indianapolis, plans were unveiled by the Kennedy 

King Memorial Initiative for a year-long campaign of legacy projects and programming that will culminate with 

the 50th Anniversary ceremony on April 4, 2018.  

 

Elements of the plan include: 

I. Legacy projects that transform Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park into an educational tourist destination, 

including: 

 Constructing a large panel engraved with quotes from Senator Kennedy’s speech 

 Placing pylons which will face the quote panel throughout the lawn to recognize the names of 

individuals who were present in the audience the night of the speech 

 Partnering with the Indiana Historical Society to transform the exterior and first floor of the Indianapolis 

Parks Department building adjacent to the memorial sculpture to create a visitor’s center which will 

provide historical context and interpretation for Senator Kennedy’s speech  

 Adding a large photo of Senator Kennedy giving his speech to the side of the Indianapolis Parks 

Department building 

 Adding landscaping and lighting to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park 

 

II. Building programs that will strengthen the diverse neighborhoods surrounding MLK Park by working to 

diminish racial conflict, address division and injustice, and encourage action that strengthens the 

community. 

 

III. Securing national and local dignitaries to take part in the 50th Kennedy King Commemoration, 

including Kerry Kennedy, daughter of Senator Kennedy. 

 

“It is important that we keep this unique moment in history alive and create a destination where current and 

future generations can come to learn and reflect…leaving with a sense of forgiveness and love for everyone in 

our community,” said Amy Distaulo, executive director of the Kennedy King Memorial Initiative. 
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Honorary co-chairs for the 50th Anniversary Kennedy King Commemoration include: Mayor Joe Hogsett; 

Governor Eric Holcomb; Kerry Kennedy; Jim Morris; Bill Shrewsberry; Diane Simon and Billie Breaux. 

 

For further information or to learn how to support the 50th Anniversary campaign which aims to raise $500,000, 

visit www.kennedykingindy.org. The public is also encouraged to follow the campaign on social media at 

@KennedyKing1968 or www.facebook.com/KennedyKingMemorialInitiative/.  

 

About Kennedy King Memorial Initiative 

The Kennedy King Memorial Initiative is a voluntary 501(c)3 organization based in Indianapolis that works to 

commemorate the historic speech delivered by Senator Robert F. Kennedy in Indianapolis on the night that Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated. The organization’s mission is to keep this unique moment in history 

alive and to leverage the message of Dr. King and Senator Kennedy to address issues of division and injustice 

experienced today. With support from the Indiana Pacers Foundation in 1994, an evocative and inspirational 

memorial sculpture was erected in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park. – kennedykingindy.org - 
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