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Memorial Plaque & Commemorative Banners Dedicated Days before 50th Anniversary of 

One of Indianapolis’ Most Historic Moments 
New public art pieces commemorate Senator Robert Kennedy’s speech in Indianapolis after the assassination of  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4, 1968 
 
INDIANAPOLIS – New public art pieces were dedicated today to honor the legacies of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Sen. Robert F. Kennedy as the 50th Anniversary of Dr. King’s assassination and Kennedy’s historic 
speech in Indianapolis approaches. The pieces will help tell the story of the unique moment in history that took 
place on April 4, 1968 at the site of the historic speech delivered by Kennedy on the night Dr. King was killed. 
Two commemorative photo banners depicting Dr. King, Kennedy and the crowd that gathered on that night 
were dedicated on the east side of King Park Center. A large, permanent metal plaque bearing a quote from 
Kennedy’s speech was also erected in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park at 1702 Broadway Street in the city’s 
Kennedy King neighborhood. 
 
The banners and plaque, part of a successful $110,000 fundraising campaign in late 2017, were made possible 
in part by the CreatINg Places program created by Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority 
(IHCDA). KKMI oversaw the campaign and commissioned the installation of the pieces in preparation for the 
50th anniversary of Dr. King’s assassination and Kennedy’s speech. An initial phase of site development, 
funded by the Eli Lilly Foundation and Citizens Neighborhood Coalition, has also been completed. 
 
“Dr. King's impact on our country was unprecedented," said Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch, who serves as board 
chair of IHCDA. "His efforts to promote peace and non-violence left a lasting impact on our state and nation. 
We couldn't be more honored to join KKMI to recognize, on the day of his unfortunate assassination, Dr. King 
and the historic speech delivered by Robert Kennedy here in Indianapolis." 
 
Each year, at the Landmark for Peace memorial sculpture in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park, the Kennedy King 
Memorial Initiative (KKMI) commemorates Kennedy’s historic speech announcing Dr. King’s assassination. 
Despite being urged to cancel his appearance, Kennedy delivered an impromptu speech from the back of a 
flatbed truck to a crowd who had not yet heard the news about Dr. King’s death. His moving message of peace 
and forgiveness was offered in the midst of violence across the country. His words left a deep impression on all 
who heard it and while America burned and rioted that night, Indianapolis remained peaceful. Kennedy’s call to 
strive for understanding and peace reverberates today.  
 
Thomas Fansler III of Tiii Environments fabricated the 8-by-16-foot permanent metal plaque while design and 
production of the two commemorative banners, which combined are approximately 23-by-24 feet, were 
overseen by the Indiana Historical Society. These art pieces will serve to complement the Landmark for Peace 
memorial which was dedicated in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park in 1995 and draws hundreds of visitors every 
year.  
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A series of special events commemorating the 50th anniversary of Kennedy’s famous speech in Indianapolis on 
April 4, 1968 will include: 
 

April 3, 2018 / 5:30 p.m. Reception; 7 p.m. Screening; 8 p.m. Panel 
A Ripple of Hope @ Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana History Center, 450 W. Ohio Street 

VIP Reception $25 per person/Film and Panel Tickets are Free 
This acclaimed documentary by filmmaker Don Boggs sheds light on the fateful night of April 4, 1968 in 
Indianapolis. Guests will enjoy a pre-film reception followed by a panel discussion. Presented by Kennedy 
King Memorial Initiative, Anderson University, Heartland Film, and Indiana Historical Society.  
Visit www.indianahistory.org for more information or to purchase tickets. 
 

April 4, 2018 / 10:30 a.m. 
Still We Reach:  Community Reflection & Conversation @ Landmark for Peace Memorial,  

1702 N. Broadway Street 
Free Event, Online Registration Required 

Congressman, author and civil rights pioneer John Lewis joins with Kerry Kennedy, president of Robert F. 
Kennedy Human Rights and daughter of RFK, and other national and local dignitaries, for reflections on the 
lasting influence of these two men. 

 
April 4, 2018 / 5 p.m. 

50th Anniversary Commemoration @ Landmark for Peace Memorial, 1702 N. Broadway Street 
Free Event, Online Registration Requested 

National and local dignitaries take part in the official commemoration event, featuring songs, remarks and 
remembrances by civic leaders, religious leaders, artists, and more. 
 
“As we approach the commemoration of Sen. Kennedy’s moving speech in Indianapolis 50 years ago 
announcing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination and prepare to welcome notable dignitaries to Indiana, 
the addition of these public art pieces will help cultivate an inspiring space that continues to connect visitors to 
the values and legacy of Sen. Kennedy and Dr. King,” said State Rep. Gregory W. Porter, board chair of the 
Kennedy King Memorial Initiative. 
 
Commemoration events will be held rain or shine and the public will want to factor-in heavy traffic near the 
memorial site on April 4, 2018, with the majority of disruptions occurring between 9 a.m. - Noon and 4:30 - 
6:30 p.m. In recognition of the 50th Anniversary commemorative event, IndyGo will be boosting service and 
offering free rides to ensure transportation is not a barrier to those who wish to attend.  
 
For further information on the Kennedy King Memorial Initiative and 50th Anniversary commemoration events 
as well as a list of sponsors, visit www.kennedykingindy.org. The public is also encouraged to follow the 
conversation on social media through the hashtag #KennedyKing50 @KennedyKing1968 or on Facebook at 
KennedyKingMemorialInitiative/. 
 
About Kennedy King Memorial Initiative 
The Kennedy King Memorial Initiative is a voluntary 501(c)3 organization based in Indianapolis that works to 
commemorate the historic speech delivered by Senator Robert F. Kennedy in Indianapolis on the night that Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated. The organization’s mission is to keep this unique moment in history 
alive and to leverage the message of Dr. King and Senator Kennedy to address issues of division and injustice 
experienced today. With support from the Indiana Pacers Foundation in 1994, an evocative and inspirational 
memorial sculpture was erected in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Park. – kennedykingindy.org – 
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